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When the Lord
Destowws on man

the gift of fatherhood
He entrusts to him

an irreplaceable mission

As protector, guardian
and transmittor

of the Father's love,
man reaches the heights
to which he has been

called by grace
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[N -';-ll'ltif.l|_"|'&._lti{:.'ll'l of celebrating the 10 anniverss

of Cardinal O'Connor’s entrance into eternal life this Magpe ¢

we devote this 1ssue of our newsletter to a consideration of |
fatherhood. The notlon of fathers and fatherhood prompteds
happy and telling memory of our father and founder -- Carding
O'Connor. Customarily falthful, my large family was present in
1991 for the simple ceremonies surrounding my acceptance as
a postulant with the Sisters of Lite. Cardinals were unfamiliar
company, and when introduced, the proper (and rather
awkward) title “Your Eminence” stuck on the tongue of one of
miy sisters, and she blurted out with a smile, “It is good to meet
you, Father O'Connor.” As soon as the words had fallen off
her tongue, she apologized profusely, and he responded, "My
dear, you may always call me Father. It was the only title [ ever
desired in life.”

All priests are called to be fathers, to generate the life of souls,
to protect that life, to provide spiritual nourlshment and guide
the growth of that same spiritual life. Fatherhood, whether
spiritual or natural, ke anything worthwhile, 1sn't an easy task:
It demands sacrifice. It requires that one “give God permission”
to move beyond self-seeking or the fear of fallure, and live for
the other with a keen awareness that simply one’s presence 1s a
glft, and one that matters well beyond one’s own lifetime. For
uniquely, a father’s love gives us a hint of the loving providence
of God, our Heavenly Father.

With the help of your prayvers and practical support, we see
dafly In our missions God, the Father's generous response to
the everyday needs of our unborn brothers and sisters and
their young and vulnerable parents. Thank you for being the
materlal expression of God's provident love to so many.

With the grateful prayers of all the Sisters of Life for you and

vour loved ones

K~

Fathers are
SO 1mportant.

TthF profoundly impact how we view our-
selves, what we value, our hopes for marriage
and family and our relationship with God.
Their love, presence, self-giving and example of liv-
ing faith strengthen us. Their kmitations and human
weaknesses wound us. As we grow into adulthood we
realize that our hearts’ need and longing for a Father
who knows us (nttmately, loves us tenderly, under-
stands and accepts us, who Is wise and strong and will
never let us down can be met by God alone. Our rela-
tionships with our earthly fathers is meant to give usa
taste, an experlence, however incomplete, of the love
God has for us. So we can find ourselves disappointed
in our relationships with our parents because we are
expecting another human person to £l an Infmite
longing within. Only in God are we destined to find
the love that truly satisfies and completes us.

The impact of a father s tmmeasurable.

The followlng articles illustrate how one father’s love
and example has had an eternal Impact on his
daughter Faustina {one of our postulants) and on
his son-n-law Will and his family,

Top 10

ways to grow Into a really great Dad

1. Say yes to the challenge of fatherhood, each day.

2. Love your wife and treat her with great respect —
the model you set will greatly influence your children’s
decisions later.

3. Make prayer an essential part of your life.
Teach your children to pray, and let them see you pray,
reqularly. Be faithful to the sacraments.

4. Spend time with your children. Play with them.
Let them know you enjoy the gift of being their father.

5. Love your children enough to discipline them.
Teach them clearly right from wrong.

6. Grow in patience.

7. Forgive your children and allow them to hear
you say “I'm sorry.”

8. Tell them *| love you”. Don't be afraid to be
affectionate: let your children feel loved.

9. Talk with your children — especially as they enter
teenage years. Be genuinely imterested in how they are.

10. Lead by example: Select your friends, your entertain-
ment, your social outings knowing that your choices
influence your children more than you will ever know.

WhEﬂ asked about her relatlonship with her father our postulant Faustina
immediately responded: “Growing up | knew my Dad loved me."” She paused trying to
articulate just what he did to provide her with that certainty. “The language of his love was
the sacrifices he made to be with his family. He made it a priority to be home for dinner
every night, and never disappeared afterwards. Free time for him meant family time, eve-
nings and weekends were spent helping us with our homework, going to our games, and
taking us on day trips. Through his gentle encouragement and confidence in me, his love
was present to me even when [ was struggling in school

or sports. And in receiving his love [ found that [ not only
wanted to love him, but [ wanted to be good for him."

lies in his willingness to give of himself totally to his wife and children.

“If I didn't ses
him loving ooy
Mom none of
this would have
mattered. He was
always seeking

to serve her.

Examples of her father's generous self-giving made a
lasting impression on Faustina: “He was always ready
to glve up what he had for us. [ remember, we had this
old clunker with the muffler hanging off that made a
lot of noise; 1 hated driving In it. But he would take it
to work every day and leave the nicer car for us. Even
after 1 moved out, [ knew that he would be there for me
whenever 1 needed him, without question. 1 could call
him In the middle of the night if my car broke down
and he would be there to help.

As she reflected, Faustina realized that the fatth-
ful and loving relationship that her mother and father
shared was at the heart of it all. “If I didn’t see him
loving my Mom none of this would have mattered. He
was always seeking to serve her. He would help with
the cooking and was always the last person to sit down at dinner, making sure everyone was
taken care of first. [ would see him sacrifice what he wanted to do for my mother. He loves
simply being with her. It's sweet.”

The greatest gift her father provided was to pass on the faith to his children. “He
stressed the importance of having a relationship with Jesus. He would tell us you can't call
Jesus your friend if you just talk to him in the moming and at night. You have to invite him
into your day.” He was a great example of this, I would see and hear him pray throughout
the day, asking for help or thanking God. It was natural, like talking to a frlend.”

Mr. Blanchi’s patemnity became an icon of the Heavenly Father'’s love for Faustina.
“*When | would go to Church and hear about God as a father it was a natural connection
to make. If my earthly father, who 1s broken and has human weaknesses that 1 have experi-
enced, loves me like this; how much more would God love me, accept me, treasure me. In
college [ was so surprised to hear people say that they didn’t belleve God loved them. | was
completely dumbfounded. I thought that experlencing God's love was just second nature,
like breathing. Look around, see the beauty of creation, you're allve...of course God loves
you! But I realized that many people struggle with that. [ can’t thank my father enough for
this gift."

Eﬂt']'he strength and security that a father's love provides Is exceptional. While not all
are blessed to have had an experlence like Faustina; we all have access to the Incomparable
love of our Heavenly Father. “See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be
called the children of God.” And lest we doubt his personal love and providence for us he
sent Jesus to reassure us of his hdelity and neamess. “In this way the love of God was re-
vealed to us; God sent his only Son into the world so that we might have life through him."”

In our next article, Faustina's brother-in-law reflects on the impact Mr. Blanchi'’s example has had on him and his family.




*,..the day will
come when you
are no longer
fulflling that
position; someone
else will &ll your
shoes, perhaps
even dolng It
better. But no
one can step
into your role
as father.”

[ i L r-._ [ I.! 1 _.ir;al-_,r L4l 1 Il 13 'ﬁf ]:S by William Gonzalez
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IT WAS TIME to make another dreaded phone call to tell
my wife that problems had come up and I wouldn't be coming
home the next day as scheduled. [ was thousands of miles away,
yet [ could hear the disappointment in her voice as she tried to
be understanding. She was used to this happen-
ing, but it didn't make # any easler for me.

For four years I felt the straln that my
frequent and sometimes unpredictable ab-
sences would render upon my family. I decided
something had to change. 1 chose to take a
position that meant a significant reduction in
pay but would require far less travel and allow
much more control over my schedule. Doing
what was right for my family — and what I
belleve was God's will — brought serenity and relief.

My father-in-law served as an admirable role model tn
this regard. A busy doctor with his own practice for years, he
made the sacrifice of taking a much less desirable position as a
prison physician. In doing so, he was able to work a more regu-
lar schedule and be present to his elght children. Naturally, the
work environment presented its share of sufferings, but he was
home everyday when his kids were coming home from school.
Steve Woods, in his book, Christian Fatherhood, remarked, "For
our children, love is a four letter word spelled *T-I-M-E." This
resonated deeply with my wife, who still talks about her father's
herolsm with heartfelt gratitude.

While changing |obs is not a necessity or even an op-
tlon for most, all of us should take time to evaluate the Impor-
tance we place on our work and family. As we consider the task
of “balancing work and family,” the word “balance” seems to
infer a kind of equality. However, as husbands and fathers, our
wives and children need to be a higher priority. No matter how
much you pour into your job, In the final analysis, the day will
come when you are no longer fulfilling that position; someone

else will fll your shoes, perhaps even doing It better. On
the other hand, no one can step into your role as father.
Pope John Paul 11 observed that “the place and task of the
father in and for the family is of unique and irreplaceable
importance” (Famillaris Consortio, 25).

In the dally struggle to do well in our ca-
reers and attend to the needs of our families,
we can follow some helpful tips:

1. Put God first. He will give you the grace
to properly order your life. Research daily
Mass times in your area and attend when

| you can. If you have a long commute, try
using that time to pray or listen to spiritual
books on CD or tape. Cultivate a devotlon to
5t. Joseph, who 1s both the patron of workers and our ex-
emplar of fatherhood. Finally, as the spiritual head of your
family, leamn to lead your family in prayer at home.

2. Be organized and use time efficiently at work.
When at work, work! Stay focused on your task and don't
waste time with other distractions. Avold the “water
cooler syndrome,” where more ime than water gets swal-
lowed up. This will ald in your ability to accomplish your
duty and leave work on time.

3. Live within your means. [ have been asked by my
co-workers, “How can you afford to not work all the pay
periods avallable to you?” The answer 1s simple: We are
content to lve with less. This removes the Inevitability of
working overtime to pay for items that aren't necesslties.
Meeting the needs of both work and family is a continual
challenge, but with God's grace and a willingness to
follow his will, # doesn’t have to be a tightrope act.

This articte oviginally apparred in Columiva magerine November 3009 amd Iy
veprimte Nere With permission frowm the Kuights of Columbnis, New Hioven, Conn.
Fined achfitional articles amid rescauTes for Cathodc men and helr fomftes at
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On the 10th Anniversary of his entrance into eternal life

A BELOVED

SPIRITUAL FATEE:

His Eminence John Cardinal
O'Connor was known to many
as a Prince of the Church, the late
Archbishop ot the capitol of the world, and an
international leader and diplomat. He held
prestiglous degrees
Candinal and Admiral. He
for his leadership and his bold fearless
before men. Yet of all the titles His Eminence
held, that of Father was most important +o him
His daily celebration of the Holy '- crifice of the

e very center of his life.

|‘-l f God, and his deep lor

he was given the strength to m.LL-.':

offering of himself to God tor his Hock and to
llve as a good shepherd untll the end

Omne of Cardinal O'Connor’s most passlonate
beliefs was the Inestimable |.u.n ver of redemptive
sutfering. He often preached and taught that
by uniting our sutferings with the suffering of
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Christ on the Cross we can I:-H'rnn'u;'ﬂ Instrume

I t||r.' world Hn-' fre qn-—-mh"
shared with hls own priests who wese s

ing or L, that Christ did not mak

salvation of the world when he

preaching, or 'r--..||LJr|,=, miracle

helpless; and suftering on the cross

appeared to be utterly powerls

spread wide on the C was radlating the
greatest power ever unleashed in the world. In
his final days, Cardinal ©'Connor united his own
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suffering with that of Christ’s and fully lived out
his prln::'rh:-n-.l In and through this great suffer-

ing, perlenced the love of God. In a final

Conve on with a fellow Cardinal he shared

his experience of the wonders of the love of God,

and sald "the love of God Is staggering, absolute-
gering: it Is Impossible to measure the love
x0d has tor us,”



John joseph O’Connor
was born on

Jan. 15, 1920,

In a row house In
Philadelphia, the fourth

of five children bom

to Thomas and Dorothy
0'Connor. His father was

a skillled palnter, speclalizing
In gold-leafing and his mother
was a devout and kind woman.
His love for the handicapped
developed at a young age, as
he was vary close to a cousin
with Down syndrome. When
he was ten, he was seen by his
sister defending a young handi-
capped girl who was being
taunted on the street by a gang
of boys. Growing up, he always
picked up jobs in the nelghbor-
hood to help earn money for
the family.

Dec. 15, 1945

Ordained to the priesthood for the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia and as
signed to 5t James High 5chool as a
teacher and guidance counselor. He
taught night school for adults, hosted
two weekly Catholic ra-
dio news programs,
worked in psy-
chiatric hospital

mentally disabled,
and assisted at 5t
Gabriel's Parish.

wards, taught the h
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1952

Duwring the Korean War, he
Joined the Navy as a chaplain at the re-
quest of his bishop and expected to serve
one tour. Twenty seven years later, after
serving onboard ships, in Vietnam, at the
U5 Naval Acaderry and finally as the Chief
of Chaplains holding rank of Rear Admi-
ral, he retired from the military. At each
duty statiom, he began sacrament classes
for children with mental disabilities, a
group who was generally underserved
and unrecognized before his arrival.

1979

Hoping to return home as a parish priest
after his military service, he was named
auxiliary bishop in charge of the mili-
tary vicariate. Before his ordination as

a bishop, he made a retreat in Dachau,
Germany and visited the concentration
camp. In placing his hands in the crema-
toria he felt the intermingled ashes of |ew
and Christian, rabbi, priest and minister.
He thought, “Good God, how could
human beings do this to one another.”
He received a life transforming grace and
promised that for the rest of his life he
would do everything he could to protect
and enhance the sacredness of all

humanmn lifie.

1920-2000

june 29, 1983

He was installed as Bishop of Scranton and
was thrilled to be back in his home state.

March 19, 1984

He was installed as Archbishop of Mew
York. Befora his arrival he announced *E-
forts on behalf of the unborn are going
to be my number-one priority. Thay will
permeate everything | do.” Eary in his
years in Mew York, while

in prayer he was struck

by the scripture versa,
“this demon can only be
cast out by prayer and
fasting.” Relating these
words to the widespread
contampt for human life

in ourworld, he was given
the inspiration to found

a religious community of
women totally dedicated
to interceding on behalf of
the unborn and the most
vulnerable.

He faithfully celebrated
daily and Sunday Mass
at 5t. Patrick's Cathedral

wherne he boldly pro-
claimed the truth and was often quoted by
nawspapers and TV stations.

Oct. 15, 1984

He announced from the pulpit in 5t
Patrick’s Cathedral, “Amy woman, of any
religious persuasion, of any ethnic back
ground, of any color, who comes to the
Archdiocese of Mew York under pressure
to have an abortion and nat having any
monay, we will give
her complete med:-
cal and hospital
care free of charge.
If she wishes to

keep her baby aftar
the baby is born

our legal staffwill
help her do so, or
they will help her
place the baby for
adoption.” Since
that announcement,

ower one hundred thousand women have
been served by the Archdiocese and the Sisters
of Life.

May 25, 1985
Hevated to Cardinal. During that year, he
launched an annual Mass for the handicapped
which became one of his greatest joys as
Archbishop. He established the state's first
AIDS unit at 5t Clare's Hospital in Manhattan.
Ower the years, he would quietly visit over a
thousand AIDS patients
during the night. He would
simply listen to them and
do the humble tasks of
washing the patients’ bed-
pans and cleaning tham.

He became known, nation-
alty and intermationally

for his diplomatic skills
meating with presidents
and leaders of nations to
negotigte peace and the re-
lease of hostages. He was
known nationally for his
work on the U.5. Bishops'
1983 peace pastoral, his
vigorous pro-life work,

his promotion of Catholic-
lewish relations and his
efforts for Middle East peace.

P “He served the rich, the poov, the
powerful, the powerless and the sick,” as
well as “the holy ones i ourmkdst, and
the sinmers. He was not affaid to spak
ite ways that were not ‘politically oor-
rect’. but he afways did i with love.*

‘William Camdinal Baum

Nov. 2, 1989

After more than five years of prayer,
hewrote a column in Catholic Mew
York entitled, “Help Wanted, Sisters of
Life” inviting women to comtact him
who might be interested in forming a
religious community.

lune 1, 1991

The Sisters of Life was
founded with eight
women. Reflecting on
the event he said, “As
chose to being a num-
ber one joy as anything
| have experienced

was the founding of
the Sisters of Life. That
was an extraordinary
thrill. Each time | receive a new Sister
it makes my heart light up more than
almost amything you can talk about.”

August 1999,

He was diagnosed with cancer and
states that *1 am in unutterable peace
and my lifeis in the hands of a loving
God.” Throughout his illmess he contin-
ued to say Mass in the Cathedral bear
ing witness to the power of redem ptive
suffering, and the Good Shepherd who
to the end gives his life for the flock.

May 3, 2000

His Eminence John Cardinal O"Connor
entered eternal life. Tens of thousands
of people of avery religion and back-
ground waited in line to pay thair
respects while he lay in state. The
incredible outpouring of emation
throughout the days of mourning gave
witness to the fact that he had touched

B Over the course of humidneds
of years, Almighty God has
imevitabley mised up religious
cormmmitites to meet the special
needs of the day...My reading of
the signs of the times,” impels
e to belleve that the Holy Spirit,
‘brooding over the bent world,'
wants to inspire a religions
cormmunity whose charisr would
be mriguely the protection and

enhancement of a sense of the

sacredness af mman life itself.”
- Johm Cardinal O'Conmnor

His final request to his beloved niece,
Eileen, was to share with others these
wionds, “Iwant to remind the people
that we must be kind to each other,
we must be gentle. Our world moves
so fast butwe must naver forget
that lowe is truly the only thing that
matters. | do not know why my Iife
led me to amy sort of prominence. |
am not special. | am only an ordinary
man. But if my position now permits
me to be heard in some way, | want
to spend the rest of my life deroted
only to lowve, to doing good, to being
praperful. And we must never forget
must all spend our lives in love. Please
tell the people this.”

One af the many dhildren born at Sacred Heart of | 3

Jesus, the Holy Respite for pregnant women, mud the
vision af Cardinal O"Conmor,

the hearts of individuals through his
fatherly love, kindness, compassion,
and tremendous generasity.

Fames by s e lems byh e




TH: night before 1
delivered, T was in the
chapel desperately
praying, I was in tears
Just saying aver and
over again, “Ican't do
this.” In a moment

of grace, everything
changed. I heard the
Lond speak to me and
say, “Give up and trust
Me.” It was [ike the
welght of the world
Instantly jifted and
from that paint on...
Teammitted myself to
being a mother,
.Humr

c.nr::llnal O'Connor recounts his
first meeting with Mother Teresa, as
a plvotal moment of grace: "l was
coming down the steps from the
awesome high altar of 5t. Peter's

In Rome, having just had the Pope
place his hands on my head and
ordaln me a Bishop. Out of the
comer of my eye, [ saw Mother
Teresa almost pressing herself into
the stone wall of the Basllica. | had
never met her before, but 1 broke
the line, incurring the wrath of the
Master of Ceremonies, and went
over to her. [ sald nothing, She
looked at me and sald, "Give God
permission.” That was all. Glve God
permission. Let God work through
you. Let God use your hands. Let
God speak to people through your
lips. Let people look into your eyes
and see God. It's as simple as that.
Give God permission. [ don't, most
of the time. But when I give Him
permission and get out of the way,
He does an awful lot.”

Stories from the mission

Giving God Permission

On the eve his death, May 2, 2000, just blocks away from his residence,
Nancy, a guest at Sacred Heart Convent was kneeling in the chapel and
recetved the grace to *Give God Permission.” The next day her daughter
Caroline entered the world and Cardinal O'Connor entered eternal life.
She recounts her story.

What was your response to the news of your pregnancy?

I sertously thought my life was over. | had my entire future planned

out. | would work for a little while, travel, get marrled and then settle
down. When | unexpectedly got pregnant, it was like the entire world
went dark. Having recently graduated from a Cathollc university, | was
extremely humiliated. [ thought, “How can [ do this?" 1 felt like I had

no options. 1 began looking for a place where [ could go to deal with my
situation. I needed somewhere to think about what was happening to me
and about the baby, who I honesty could not fathom being a part of my
life. Then, somebody told me about the Sisters of Life.

How was your time at Sacred Heart?

Before | came to Sacred Heart, [ felt like a completely broken person.

1 was mad at the world, mad at myself, depressed, and utterly hopeless.

1 remember ringing the bell and coming through the front door for the
first time. [ saw another guest, Jennifer, smiling with her baby. I saw the
Sisters smiling. | smiled, and from that moment [ really started to heal. It
wasn't because of anything anyone sald. There was no “let's have a group
sesslon or let's talk about you.” It was simple things that really made a
difference like laughing with the other guests and the Sisters (they are
pretty funny), and belng part of a community.
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1 spent a lot time praying in the chapel, usually late at night. Even after |
accepted I was having a baby, actually raising a child still seemed impossi-
ble. Where would we live, how would I support us? The night before [ de-
livered, 1 was in the chapel desperately praying. [ was In tears Just saying
over and over again, I can't do this.” In a moment of grace, everything
changed. I heard the Lord speak to me and say, "Give up and trust Me." It
was like the welght of the world instantly lifted and from that point on, 1
just gave up. 1 let go of all of my expectations of what my life was sup-
posed to be. 1 gave up my anger, [ gave up all of the hopeless thoughts,
and I committed myself to being a mother and to doing whatever I had
to In order to make my life work. Most importantly, I trusted the Lord to
help me—to help us. After that, miracles happened and I am so happy to
say the outcome was really exceptional.

icomtd on mext pagel



Could you share about the day of Caroline’s birth?
The day before | had Caroline, Cardinal O'Connor
became very Ill. The atmosphere at Sacred Heart was
different than any other time since I'd been there. The
Sisters, although they were their usual loving happy
selves, were obviously dealing with something critical.
They were keeplng vigll all day and night, praying for
the Cardinal. I remember Sr. Monlca was in the cha-
pel in the middle of the night when I told her that I
needed to go to the hospital. [ was comforted knowing
at that time there was so much prayer and grace flling
the house.

My actual experience at the hospital was amazing. |
can't imagine anyone ever having more a happy and
perfect time In a dellvery room than I had with Sr.
Elizabeth Ann and Sr. Loretto Michael. After we had

an Impromptu party with several of the nurses on the
Hoor, we settled down to walt out my labor. I made the
Sisters stay awake all night and pray. I told them, “I'm
golng to sleep, but you can't sleep, you have to keep
praying!” (I caught Sr. Elizabeth Ann dozing a couple
times. [ hollered, “Are you praylng”"” and nearly star-
tled her out of her chair) Caroline was bom 6:03 AM
May 3, 2000, and it was glorious! The first time 1 looked
at her I thought, "Oh my goodness, so much fuss over
this beautiful baby.” I was completely elated.

What has it been like since Caroline’s birth?

I look at my life now and all of the miracles and
blessings since Caroline’s birth and I thank God tor
Cardinal O'Connor and his vislon for the Sisters of Life
and Sacred Heart of Jesus Convent. [ definitely found
mryself at Sacred Heart. It wasn't just a birth for Caroline;
It was a birth for me—becoming a mother. My focus
totally shifted outside of myself.

You said miracles happened

Can you share some of them?

It has been miracle after miracle. I got a great (affordable!)
apartment In Manhattan just a few blocks from Sacred
Heart. Through the help of one of the other moms at
Sacred Heart, 1 got a job at a magazine, which turned out
to be the beginning of a fantastic career for me, Carl,
Caroline’s father, also came back Into my life. We were
married in 2002 with Caroline as my mald of honor.
Along with Caroline, we have 2 other daughters. Ava, 6,
and Clare, 1. My life didn't turn out like I expected. 1
never In a milllon years thought 1 would spend six
months In a convent In the middle of New York City,
especially pregnant. But 1 am absolutely overjoyed and
grateful for the way things did happen. 1 thank God for
leading me along this very difficult path.

Why do you think this decision is such a hard one for
many women?

[ think women In my sltuation are the most likely to
have abortlons because they're In college or have a good
job; they have their ltves planned out, and they know
what they want. They have all of these expectations
about what life 1s going to be like and an unplanned
pregnancy isn't part of It. It's a humiliating situation that
many women would rather not expose themselves to. It's
tempting to have an abortlon and make it all go away. It
seems like the easlest thing, but It's not. If I had chosen
that, Just think of what I would have given up. To other
women struggling like T did, 1 can only urge them to not
allow the world to tell them what will bring them happi-
ness. Be strong, pray, listen to God and have falth that by
courageously walking through the pain and loving their
child Into this world, it will all work out. It will be better
than they could have ever imagined--whatever thelr cur-
rent situation. And, find the Sisters of Life!

Mow after ten years what is it like when you come
back to 5acred Heart?

[ love coming to Sacred Heart. My kids love Sacred Heart.
The Sisters spoil them with treats and they run up and
down the stalrs like they own the place. I'm stlll very
close to the moms that lived here with me. The bands,
with the moms and with the Sisters, are powerful. We are
our own special family and this convent will always be
my home.

Updates from the mission

Villa Maria Guadalupe
Once again we will be host-
Ing LIFE FEST on July 4,
2010 at Villa Maria Guada-
lupe. All are Invited — bring
the family - to joln us as
we celebrate the gift of life
with music, talks, games,
Holy Mass and a Marlan
Processlon. Visit our web-
site for more detalls and for
a listing of our fall retreats.
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Hope and Healing Mission

In our Hope and Healing Misslon, we are privileged to wit-
ness God's merciful love at work In the lives of women who
have suffered the effects of abordon. After a recent Day

of Prayer and Healing, one woman sald, “This Is the most
peace I have felt In the 29 plus years since my abortion.

I truly feel God's mercy.” Another woman commented,
“The most Important message | took from the Day of Prayer
and Healing is that the process of healing from abortion Is
not about who you are or what you have done but about
who God Is and what He has done.” Another person wrote,
“The Sisters have helped me to rediscover God's love and
compasslon and | was given the courage to ask for His
forglveness. They have truly helped me break free from the
grasp of my gullt and despalr. 1 feel as though 1 am reunit-
ing with humanity. 1am beginning to enjoy my family for
the first time and [ feel a closeness to God that has long
been missing In my life.” We praise God for His mercy that
endures forever.

Visitation Toronto

Our Toronto Visita-
tion Mission Is grow-
ing dally with over a
thousand Co-workers
who are insplired to
bulld the culture of life
in Canada. Our mission
center, where we Serve
pregnant women, Is
now fully operational,
located at St. Catherlne’s Parish In Downtown Toronto. In the
past several months, we have had the joy of seeing many new
babiles welcomed Into the world with love as they bear witness to
the truth that life 1s always a good. Our toll-free Canadian num-
ber for pregnancy calls is: 1-87 7-LIFE-380.
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Sisters of Life Directory

= 5t. Paul the Apostie
(Generalate)

586 McLean Avenue
Yonkers, MY 10705
914/968-8094

Fax: 914/968-0462

m 5t. Bamabas

{(Postulant House)
445 East 240th Stroet

Bromx, NY 10470
T18/708-6742
Fax: 718/708-6744

m 5t. Frances de Chantal
{Novitlate House,
Vocatlons)

198 Hollywood Avenue
Bromx, NY 10465
J18/863-2264

Fax: 718/792-9645

= Villa Marla Guadalupe
(Retreat Housa)

159 5ky Meadow Drive
Stamford, CT 06203
203/329-1492

Fax: 203/329-1495

m Sacred Heart of Jesus
(Holy Respite)

450 West 51t Streat
Mew York, MY 10019
239713096

= Visitation Mission
to Pregnant Women
320 East 66th Street
Mew York, NY 10021
Pregnancy help call:
NAHT3F-021

toll free: B7HTIT- 1207
Co-workers of Life call:
347 /B43-B900

m 5t. Augustine Convent
2661 Kingston Rd.
Scarborough, ON

MIM 1M3 Canada

416/ 261-7 207 (ext. 266)
Fax: 416/261-0923

m Toronto Visitation Mission

to Pregnant Women
5t. Catherine of Siena
1092 Danforth Avenue
Toronto, ON M4] 1M5
Pregnancy help call:
(416) 463-27

Fax: (416) 463-1687

m Dr. Joseph R. 5tanton
Human Life Issuas Library
1955 Meedham Avenue
EBronx, NY 10466
T1B/BA1-7286

Fax: 718/881-7287

= Post-Abortion Retreats
toll free B66/575-0075
hopeandhealing@sistersofiifo.ong

Web Site: www.sistersofiife.org

What might happen

in our land if one million
courageous Christians declared
their uncompromising allegiance
to Jesus Christ and to biblical
faithfulness on some of the most
urgent moral issues of our day?

The Manhattan Declaration, released
in November 2002, affirms the dignity of
every human being as a creature fash-
ioned in the image of God, possessing
intrinsic rights of equal dignity and life;
marriage as a unicn of man and woman,
ordained by God; and religious liberty,
the inherant freedom of human beings
created in the divine image.

Christians are joining together to

affirm our right and, more importantly,
to embrace our obligation, to speak and
act in defense of these truths. We call
upon all people of good will to consider
and reflect on the issues addressed.

Signatories include: Archbishop
Timothy Dolan, Cardinal Justin Rigali,
Archbishop Chaput, as well as Dr. fames
Dobson, founder of Focus on the Family.

PLEASE JOIN U35: in reading and signing
this declaration by going to:
www.manhattandeclaration. org
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